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NIH Success Story
NIH is widely known as a granting agency that funds research at
scores of universities and institutions across the U.S. The legacy Origin
systems, which run IRIX, operate as standalone units, and their jobs are
submitted separately.

Helix Systems serves as a central

Workload Management
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Workload Management at NIH
In the past, when nodes went down with
OpenPBS, NIH’s Center for Information
Technology had to manually repair the
system before requeuing jobs. When a
node goes down now, PBS Professional
allows the job to be requeued without
bringing the system back up.
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platform. Most applications that are run on
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In addition to Biowulf, Helix Systems
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Systems administrators call a Swarm of single-

Mathematical Analysis/Statistics, and
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Parallel jobs in applications such as AMBER
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and Gaussian, which have such critical latency
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which run IRIX, operate as standalone units,
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and their jobs are submitted separately.
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purpose system because it runs all popular
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